LONGFORD  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT

Minutes of Meeting of Longford Municipal District held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Longford on Wednesday, 25th October 2017 at 4.00 p.m.

_________________________________________________________________________

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Mae Sexton, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – John Browne, Seamus Butler,






and Gerry Warnock.

IN ATTENDANCE:            
Mr. John McKeon, Director of Services.   





Mr. Mark McNerney, Administrative Officer.





Mr. Eamon Bennett, Senior Executive Engineer.





Mr. Richard Smith, Executive Architect.

APOLOGY:


Councillor Peggy Nolan.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR PADRAIG LOUGHREY.

The members of the Municipal District paid tribute to Padraig Loughrey who announced his resignation from Longford County on the 22nd October 2017.  

The members spoke regarding Padraig’s service and dedication to Longford County Council since 2009 and wished him and his family every success and happiness in the future. 

John McKeon, on his own behalf and on behalf of the executive and staff, also wished Padraig every happiness in the future. 

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor J. Browne seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, the Minutes 

of Committee Meeting held on the 27th September 2017, as circulated, were confirmed and

adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, the Minutes 

of September Monthly Municipal District Meeting held on the 27th September 2017, as 
circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.
MANAGEMENT REPORT.
The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.

Updates were given on the following  -
· Speed Ramps at Teffia Park.

· Clonard Road, Clondra.

· Speed control at Grafton Court  -  It was agreed that the issue of speed control at Grafton Court be considered further at the next MD Meeting.
· N4 Ballynagoshen to Cooleeney Pavement Scheme -


Funding has been allocated for the construction of the N4 Lacken Phase 2 Pavement 
Overlay.



Construction works to take place following completion of the Water Main 
Rehabilitation Contract along this section of the N4. Water Main Rehabilitation 
Works are still ongoing. 



Pavement Overlay works have been deferred to April/May 2018.
PRESENTATION ON MCKEON PARK CHILDCARE BY MS. PAULINE OROHUE, 

BARNARDOS.
Deferred to next meeting.
UPDATE ON EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY AT 
DUN DARRACH.

E. Bennett stated that Longford County Council has sent written correspondence to the Legal 

representatives of the last property owners involved in extinguishing the Public Right of Way

at Dun Darrach.  This item to remain on the Agenda until all legal issues have been finalised.

UPDATE ON DISABLED PARKING / BUS PARKING/AGE FRIENDLY 

PARKING BAYS IN LONGFORD TOWN.

Final report on bus parking, disabled parking and age friendly parking bays will be submitted 

for the approval of the members after report is received from the groups involved in the 

walkability survey of the Town.

FREE OFF-STREET PARKING ARRANGEMENTS DURING CHRISTMAS 
PERIOD.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, the following 

arrangements were agreed for free off-street parking during Christmas 2017  -

Saturday 2nd December, Saturday 9th December, Saturday 16th December.

Monday 18th December to Monday 1st January 2018, both dates inclusive.

2018 GENERAL MUNICIPAL ALLOCATION.

J. McKeon gave a comprehensive presentation regarding the General Municipal Allocation 

2018 under the following headings –

· Budgetary Process – under Local Government Reform Act 2014.

· Sources of Funding for Municipal Districts.

· Local Government (Financial & Audit Procedures) Regulations 2014.

· Budgetary Bases of Allocation.

· Increased Allocation 2018.

· Any Increase over Base Rate for 2018 – “Contract with our Communities”

· Overall GMA 2017 v 2018

· Longford MD 2017 GMA – Committed to Date.

· Proposed Longford GMA Sub-Service Allocation for 2018.

· Members Countywide Community Grant Scheme.

· Members Countywide Fund Applicants Approved – September 2017.

· Towns and Villages Projects 2017  -  Longford MD.

· Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Grants 2017 – Longford MD.

· CLAR & REDZ Projects – Longford MD.

John informed the members that due to the decision of Longford County Council

that the basic rate of local property tax be varied upwards by 5% for the year 2018, 

all three Municipal Districts will receive an extra €35,000.00 in discretionary funding under 

the General Municipal Allocation for 2018.

John replied to queries raised on the following issues  -

· Allocation of income from Paid Parking surplus.

· Advertising of the Community Grant Support Scheme.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor G. Warnock , the General Municipal Allocation 2018 was agreed and adopted by the Members.

NOTICE OF MOTION.

Paid Parking in Loading Bays on Saturdays.

Councillor J. Browne requested that the following Notice of Motion be deferred -
“I call on Longford County Council to amend the Parking Bye Laws to allow for 
paid parking within Loading Bays in Longford Town on Saturday’s”.

A.O.B.

Low Cost Safety Scheme at Park Road -  E. Bennett updated the members.

Anti-social behaviour at Palace Crescent  - the need for extra Garda vigilance in the Palace 

Crescent area over the Halloween period was emphasised by the members.

Joint Policing Committee Public Meeting
- Councillor G. Warnock stated that the JPC 

Annual Public meeting will be held at 4.00 p.m. on Thursday, 2nd November in the Longford 

Arms Hotel.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: ______________
_

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Longford Municipal District Meeting held on the

22nd Novmeber 2017.

Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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